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A river streaming through a city and people’s life”

I love to look at rivers. When I visit various cities, there is undoubtedly a
river. When I'm watching the river to check if there are fish there, I'm getting
to see the outline of the fish. In Japan, even rivers that flow through the city s
center have fish in most cases. Basically, the role of rivers is to collect
welling water and rain water and drain it to the sea, and to use part of it for

drinking and irrigation, and at the same time to deal with and process the daily



drainage water. In this regard, you can glimpse into the lives of people living

in the town and its vicinity when you are looking at the view around the water.

In advanced developed areas, because rain water permeation is prevented by roads
and buildings, the rain water flows into the rivers all at once. Because of that
it becomes necessary that the river bed be made deep and the river side be
reinforced with concrete. When that happens, the animals living in the river
decrease in variety and number. 30-40 years ago, in places where the local
government was slow in dealing with the issue, drainage water became the cause of
pollution of the rivers. Even now, when you go to countries which are said to be
"developing countries,” rivers are muddy to the point where it’ s impossible to see
the riverbed and some of them have a bad odor. By looking at the river, you can
see there is not a balance between economic development and protecting the natural

environment.

I think it is very important that we keep the balance between human’s lives and
nature conservation, and it is the most important that we individually tackle those
issues from a high position like a bird. People’ s tendency to put priority to
becoming economically prosperous is certainly understandable. Because of that,
it’ s necessary for governments and politicians to protect the environment with a
bird' s eye view. If the judgment of governments and politicians is blurred by
elections or individual interests, it would leave a lot of grudge to our

descendants. I hope they have eyes to look 50 or 100 years ahead.
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